
WHY THE BIG SECRET? 
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Well, they say Mavis Wanczyk made her first mistake Thursday when she immediately came 

forward to claim her prize, and go on record as the largest single-ticket winner of the Powerball.   

Experts have suggested that she should have created some sort of a trust, so she didn’t have to be 

so visible, so accessible; and that she should have immediately hired an attorney and/or financial 

planner.  Being the winner of $787.6 million will make you popular in a hurry, even if you do 

opt for the lump sum payment which, after taxes will be only $336 million.  

But who could blame her for calling in to her boss and saying, “I won’t be coming in to work 

today…or ever again”?  Wouldn’t you like to have your picture taken with a gigantic check with 

lots of zeros? She’s receiving police protection around her house because her community wants 

to protect her privacy and their neighborhood from hordes of media and opportunity seekers. 

Yes, there’s even a downside to winning the lottery. That’s a reminder that, even in the best of 

times and in the midst of the best news, things can happen and take the wind right out of our 

sails.  Look at Peter, in our gospel reading. He connects the dots and is able to identify just who 

Jesus is.  Jesus thanks him, blesses him, tells him he will have the keys of the kingdom (which is 

am pretty sure is more figurative than literal), and then—after congratulating him—tells Peter 

and the others to keep it to themselves. 

Why the big secret, Jesus?  Well, the world back then was a big and scary place, where if word 

about Jesus’ power and teachings and healings and more got around, the Roman occupiers would 

think that Jesus was trying to take over their empire. Many people close to Jesus were wondering 

if he had totally “lost it” or had gotten “too big for his britches.”  Worse, because of his 

teachings, because of his prophecies, because of his healings and other “parlor tricks” many 

accused him of blasphemy against God.  (He acted like he was God incarnate!)    

Peter, who was quick to speak up when he understood things, also was quick to try to shield 

Jesus. (I’m sure several of Jesus’ friends thought he needed a handler to keep him from 

alienating people or stepping into somebody’s trap.)  And we’re only halfway there in this story. 

Today’s reading is Part 1 of this chapter, which will be continued next week if you follow the 

Revised Common Lectionary readings.  That’ll be where Peter decides to try to rein Jesus in 

after he talks about the possibility of being arrested and being put to death. “God forbid it, Lord; 

this can’t happen to you!”  [But we’ll visit that part of the story next week.]  Today, in this 

portion of Matthew’s gospel, the editors allow Peter to have his shining moment, and the 

disciples (and all of us) to process what it means for Jesus to be “the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God.” This, Jesus says, is God-given knowledge; for very few human beings in Jesus’ 

community would dare call anybody but God’s own self divine. “Son of God” in popular culture 

of the day, was a title the Roman Emperor liked to claim for himself. [See “blasphemy,” above.”] 

So, we have the gospel, and it’s supposed to be good news; yet Jesus is telling his followers to 

keep quiet. The time isn’t right for people to comprehend what all of this means.  We too want to 

move beyond: “Jesus is Lord, but it’s a secret.”  We want some good news we can share.  

The world is still a scary place. In fact, with the way news is shared in an ever more tech-savvy 

society, we know more about more places and more people than any generation before us, and it 
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feels like we have more about which to be afraid. The times, they are a-changin’ [Bob Dylan]; 

and yet so much is the same. The world that God created and called “good” feels very broken. 

The pain can be so bad that, by the time we ask “What next?” we’re confronted by some new 

threat or atrocity.  How many dead in Barcelona? What’s up with North Korea? How extensive 

is the damage from Hurricane Harvey going to be? The revolving door in The West Wing is 

spinning faster and faster. A good friend of mine died suddenly a few days ago. Is there any good 

news to be found? 

Well, yes. Peter figured out that Jesus is Messiah, God’s Son. There’s a lot of terminology to 

unpack in all of that; but suffice it to say that God who created this world and called it “good” 

still believes in us, sent his Son and became One-with-us to proclaim forgiveness, reconciliation, 

love, and good news. God so loved (and continues to love) the world “that he gave….” The story 

that has drawn us here is a story of a loving God who simply won’t give up on his people, in the 

worst of times, as well as in the best of times.  Jesus’ Good News (that which we can firmly call 

“legitimate” good news from this side of the cross) is that nothing can separate us from God’s 

love in Christ Jesus—the Son of God, the Messiah (that’s back in Chapter 8 of Paul’s letter to the 

Romans). Today, in Chapter 12 we find that we are in the process of being transformed into 

people who take our cues by—but are not conformed to—this world, broken by sin, yet still a 

glimpse of God’s “good.”  So God fills us and inspires us [puts Spirit within us] to make a 

difference, all while molding, shaping and perfecting us. God believes in you. (That’ll put wind 

back in your sails!)  

Here in our beautiful and blessed community, we see hurt, brokenness, and poverty, to be sure. 

But we also see glimpses of the kingdom in our midst—as we see it in volunteers at the Food 

Pantry, the “Faith Knitters”, animal rescuers, educators who go the extra mile for their students, 

talented musicians and performers who make God’s beauty real for so many in the visual and 

performing arts—and so many more.   

We are gifted and blessed! And in our community, it is gratifying to see just how much those 

gifts are shared.  I receive a regular e-mailing: The Common Good e-News that lifts up the gifts 

of our Outer Banks community and reminds us that, with more volunteers, we can make an even 

greater impact on lives.  The gospel—the Good News—of Jesus is very real in this place. It 

comes to us incarnate—through the hands and feet and hearts and minds of all who share 

themselves with others.  This is what I’d call a new incarnation: Jesus busy at work through us 

in our community, continuing his mission of teaching, healing, lifting up, and loving. That’s 

good news we can (and must) share!  

So, go and tell.  Go and share yourself with others. The way you and I treat others (friends and 

strangers), tells the world what we believe about God and God’s love. So, our mission this week 

(and every week) is to help people see the gospel we proclaim as we “go in peace” and “serve 

the Lord.” Amen. 


